Wicked Weed Whackers!

If you want to kill a perfectly good tree, hit it with a weed whacker. We have seen a real mess of
examples from “wicked weed whackers” with the citrus trees, since providing presentations on citrus
greening disease. When you cut through the thin bark of a citrus tree, you will sever its chemical
transport system. This system is similar to our own blood flow system.

So, when you cut these valuable “arteries” that transport minerals and water from the soil throughout the
tree, you destroy the tree’s ability to feed itself. Sometimes you will see sap dripping down the trunk.
When this happens, the leaves on this side of the tree will turn yellow and the branches die.

This seems to be a common problem in our yards, especially in trailer parks. Perhaps when our winter
visitors are not around, whoever is maintaining the yard, gets a bit careless and by the time someone
catches this, it is way too late.

Once cut and oozing, the only kind thing to do is cut the tree down, as it will die. If you would like to
protect your trees from the “wicked weed whackers,” cut a three (3) to five (5) gallon plastic flower pot
down the side and across the bottom and place it around the trunk of your tree. Do not use anything much
smaller, as you want the maximum protection, without being too tight. Leave this in place and remind
your helpers to keep a healthy distance from the trunk with the weed whackers.

Barbara Storz is an Extension horticulturist with Texas AgriLife Extension Service, part of Texas A & M
University system. She can be reached at their Hidalgo County Extension office at (956) 383-1026 or by
e-mail: b-storz@tamu.edu.
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