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E.g. Morganton, NC. 
•  Downtown movie theater. 
•  Re-using wharehouse, 
industrial sites. 
•  Downtown traffic calming. 
•  BUT . . . Gentrification? 

Morganton, NC 
Bar Harbor 
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EPA School Siting 
Guidelines. 

•  A comprehensive 
approach; health & 
environmental impacts. 

•  New vs. rebuild? 
•  E.g. Waterbury: health, 

academics, transport $, 
parent engagement. 

www.epa.gov/schools/siting 

Shelby MT 
Waterbury CT 
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2. Complete streets 
•  Pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, & 

drivers of all ages & abilities considered 
in every road project (new, repair, 
maintenance). 

Owensboro, KY 

Albuquerque, NM 
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Typical phases: 

i.  Policy resolution or executive order. 
ii.   Demonstration, pilot projects. 
iii.  Detailed roadway design guidelines. 

   (Pirates’ Code) 
 

iv.   Planning & engineering (staff, 
consultants) consider peds, bicycles, & 
transit in absolutely every project 
(including routine maintenance). 
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Bicycle System

Legend
Existing Shoulders

Existing Bike Routes

Existing Bike Lanes

Existing Hike & Bike Trails

Proposed Bike lanes

Proposed Hike & Bike Trails

HCMPO Boundary

City Limits

0 2 4 6 81
Miles ±

Hidalgo County
Metropolitan Planning Organization

510 South Pleasantview Drive
Weslaco, TX 78596

www.hcmpo.org

PRINTED  ::  JULY 25, 2012
UPDATED TO INCLUDE

CITY OF MCALLEN PROPOSED PLAN



www.markfenton.com 

Update guidelines, design requirements. 

•  Don’t reinvent the wheel! Nat’l Association of 
City Transportation Officials have compiled 
the evidence base & best practices. nacto.org 

Urban
Street
Design
Guide

OVERVIEW OCTOBER 2012
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Ashland KY, during 
sewer work. 

Be aware & 
opportunistic 
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Lane re-alignments 
•  5 or 4 lanes reduced 

to 3, “road diets.” 

•  Reduces collisions & 
severity. 

•  Improves performance 
for pedestrians, bikes. 

Urbana, IL; before & after. 
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Weslaco 
Texas Ave. 



www.markfenton.com 
McAllen (23rd St.) 
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E. Avenue A; 
other four-
lane roads. 

 Hutchinson, KS. 
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E. Avenue A, Hutchinson, KS – they did it! 
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Hwy 107, 
Penitas > 
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Neighborhood 

School crossing 
Main Street 

Curb extensions for 
safer crossings, 

slower traffic. 
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3. Develop transportation trails.    
•  Connect to other 

elements of the network 
(e.g. sidewalks, bike 
lanes, transit stops) 

•  Focus on destinations 
(e.g. schools, shopping, 
parks, senior housing). 

•  Be ready for the NIMBY, 
BANANA, & CAVE 
people. 

UofA multi-use trail 

Boone, NC 

Elizabeth, WV 
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Weslaco 

Penitas 
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Mary Hoge M.S., Weslaco 
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San Carlos 
Iowa Garden 3 •  Lights 

•  Stray dogs 
•  Highway 

crossing 
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4. Shift incentives to 
walk, bike, & transit. 
•  Connect transit: bus, 

dial-a-ride, school bus. 
•  Institutionalize: IDs as 

transit passes. E.g. town/
county employees, 
colleges, hospitals . . . 

•  Ask riders: 
coverage, time, 
frequency(?) 
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North Adams, MA  

Columbus, IN 
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Blue Island Bike Club, IL 
bibc.us 

Classroom, 
on-bike, 
build & 

maintain. 
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5. Safe Routes to School – more than just 
an encouragement program!  
•  All 5 E’s: Engineer bike 

lanes, racks, sidewalks; 
educate & encourage 
walk/bike groups;  

•  Enforce proper speeds. 
•  Evaluate how kids get to 

school (walk, bike, bus, 
car) and why . . . ! 

•  Administrators, board, 
PTA must be engaged. 

Columbia, MO 
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Recommendations: 
• Do this all the time, not just as an “event.” 
• Improve the trail through the park.  
• Plant a garden, trees along the way. 
• 5 minute safety delay on cars at dismissal. 

www.saferoutespartnership.org 
www.saferoutesinfo.org 
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Shared use policies 
for school facilities. 

Community access? 
•  Gyms, weight rooms. 
•  Playgrounds, fields. 
•  Community gardens.  ̂
•  Classrooms (adult 

classes, community 
meetings). 
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The two questions 
that are NOT the 
real problem: 

•  Technical. How 
do we do it? 
What are best 
practices? 

•  Financial. How 
do we pay for it? 
Where’s the 
money? 

*HWWLQJ�6WDUWHG
(YHU\%RG\�:DON�3UDFWLFH�%ULHIV�

6XPPDU\

0DQ\�FRPPXQLWLHV�DVSLUH�WR�PDNH�WKHPVHOYHV�PRUH�ZDONDEOH�DQG�OLYDEOH��HPEUDFLQJ�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�
LW�FDQ�LPSURYH�KHDOWK��WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��HYHQ�WKH�HFRQRP\��%XW�RIWHQ�SXEOLF�RI¿FLDOV�IHHO�WKH\�ODFN�
WKH�WHFKQLFDO�NQRZOHGJH�RU�WKH�¿QDQFHV�WR�DFWXDOO\�PDNH�GHVLUHG�LPSURYHPHQWV��VXFK�DV�EXLOGLQJ�
VLGHZDONV�RU�IHDWXUHV�WR�VORZ�WUDI¿F��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV�WKHUH�DUH�VSHFL¿F�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�D�
PHDVXUH�ZLOO�ZRUN�RU�OHDG�WR�XQLQWHQGHG�FRQVHTXHQFHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��EXPSLQJ�RXW�RU�H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�
VLGHZDONV�DW�DQ�LQWHUVHFWLRQ²FDOOHG�D�FXUE�H[WHQVLRQ²FHUWDLQO\�PDNHV�SHGHVWULDQV�PRUH�YLVLEOH�DQG�
VKRUWHQV�WKH�FURVVLQJ�GLVWDQFH��%XW�ZLOO�LW�DOVR�LPSHGH�WUDI¿F�RU�EH�D�SUREOHP�IRU�VQRZ�SORZLQJ"

7KLV�EULHI�GHVFULEHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�SLORW�RU�JDWHZD\�SURMHFWV�WKDW�DUH�LGHDO�³VWDUWHU´�DFWLYLWLHV�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�GR�WKUHH�WKLQJV�

�� 7KH\�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�HYHQ�PRGHVW�FKDQJHV�FDQ�PDNH�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�PRUH�VDIH�
DQG�LQYLWLQJ�IRU�ZDONLQJ�

�� 7KH\� VKRZ� WKDW� PDQ\�PHDVXUHV� DUH� QRW� WHFKQLFDOO\� FRPSOH[�� DQG� JRRG� WHFKQLFDO�
VXSSRUW�LV�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH�ZKHQ�QHHGHG��VHH�
$GGLWLRQDO�5HVRXUFHV��

�� 0DQ\�PHDVXUHV�FDQ�EH�XQGHUWDNHQ�IRU�YHU\�PRGHVW�FRVW��DQG�DUH�HYHQ�UHYHUVLEOH��VR�
WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EH�WHVWHG�DQG�DGMXVWHG�ZLWKRXW�D�KXJH�LQYHVWPHQW��

7KH�*RDO

%XLOGLQJ� PLOHV� RI� VLGHZDONV� RU� QRQ�PRWRUL]HG� WUDLO� RU�
LQVWDOOLQJ�PHDVXUHV�WR�VORZ�WUDI¿F� LQ�QHLJKERUKRRGV�DQG�
GRZQWRZQV�FDQ�VHHP�D�GDXQWLQJ�SURSRVLWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�WR�
VPDOOHU�FRPPXQLWLHV�RU�WKRVH�ODFNLQJ�ODUJH�SXEOLF�ZRUNV�
EXGJHWV��<HW�WKHUH�LV�ORZ�KDQJLQJ�IUXLW�±�VWDUWHU�SURMHFWV�
WKDW�KHOS�FRPPXQLWLHV�WHVW�WKH�LGHDV�RI�ZDONDELOLW\��ZKLOH�
OHDUQLQJ� KRZ� WR�ZRUN� WKURXJK� WKH� SURFHVV� DQG� HQJDJH�
SDUWQHUV�

7KH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�D�YHU\�JRRG�LGHD�RI�ZKDW�LW�
WDNHV�WR�PDNH�D�FRPPXQLW\�PRUH�ZDONDEOH��5HVHDUFK�KDV�
H[DPLQHG�FLWLHV��WRZQV��DQG�QHLJKERUKRRGV�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�
WHQG� WR� ZDON� PRUH�� DQG� LW� DSSHDUV� IRXU� NH\� HOHPHQWV�
FKDUDFWHUL]H�PRUH�ZDONDEOH�VHWWLQJV�

7KH�EHVW�VLGHZDONV�DQG�FURVVZDONV�ZRUN�IRU�
SHGHVWULDQ�RI�DOO�DJHV�	�DELOLWLHV��
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Shouldn’t the free market 
dictate how we build our 

cities & towns? 


