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The official monthly newsletter of the Hidalgo County 4-H Program
"HAPPY 2024!"

w H AT,S I N s I D E Welcome to 2024! 2023 saw our members excel in

projects and competitions and their dedication and

jA N U A RY 2 0 24 hard work were an inspiration. Now, as we start

afresh in January, we can renew our commitment to

AGENT'S CORNER-1 youth development, leadership and service. This
year promises new learning experiences, new
WHAT'S COMING UP -2 friendships and new successes. Together, through
our 4-H values of making the best better, we will
NEW 2023-2024 YEARLY continue empowering young people to reach their
CALENDAR - 3 full potential. May 2024 be a year of growth,
achievement and positive change for all of our
NEW COUNTY COUNCIL - 4-5 members.

NEW COUNTY NEWS - 6 We have a new Facebook page please refer to end

of the newsletter! Also join our Remind App Group
for the latest 4-H Updates for details on how to join

4-HER'S IN ACTION - 8 please refer to page 10.

DISTRICT 12 4-H INFO - 7

All the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Agents here in
Hidalgo County are here to help in any way with

your projects, contests or information you may
need, just give us a call at (956) 383-1026.

4-H STATE OPPORTUNITIES- 9-11

Hidalgo County 4-H Program
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service-Hidalgo County Thank you to all our parents and volunteers for
410 N. 13th Ave ~ Edinburg, Texas ~ 78541 helping our 4-Her's succeed!
(956)-383-1026 ~ http://hidalgo.agrilife.org
f @HidalgoCounty4H

Sincerely,

@hidalgo_sh m ! 7
%ﬂt e

Dr. Andrea Valdez, CEA-FCH; Vidal Saenz, CEA-ANR,;
Joanne Ureste-Armijo, CEA-FCH; Ashley Gregory, CEA-Hort
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Extension Office closed for New Year’'s Day

IELNE Extension Office closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day S

Jan 16 4-H Rally Registration Deadline (Ag Product ID, Roundup-ce: 1teStS
Photography, Fashion Show)

Jan 23 Hidalgo County 4-H Council Meeting @7 pm @ Extension-Offit

Jan 23 Hidalgo County 4-H Adult Leaders Meeting @7 pm @ Extensiong

Jan 25 Hidalgo County 4-H Photography Judging (Judges ~\\‘ '

EL WA Hidalgo County 4-H Fashion Show and Public Speaking St

—

Jan 27 Hidalgo County 4-H Duds to Dazzle, Share the Fun, &
Presentation Contest - -
Hidalgo County 4-H Award Applications Open

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
= ”%‘;ﬂﬁ!iﬁé"f e L

e — Y : s
. : = % - F S :
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07/12

07/9-
07/14

07/16 -
07/22

07/18 -
07/23

TBD

10/07

10/08
10/14

10/19

10/21

10/24

10/24

01/23

01/25

01/26

01/27

01/29

o4/02-
04/04

TEBD

TED

TED
TBD

TBD

04/23

55

Hidalgo CGounty 2023-2024
4-H Galendar of Events

** Dates & Locations are subject to change**

July 2023

District 12 Record Book
Judging

State Games: Pistol and
Rifle Match

State Games: Archery
Match

State Games: Shotgun
Match

Hidalgo County Club
Manager Training

October 2023

La Muneca Field Day &
Livestock Judging
Contest

One Day 4-H

County Food Show/Food
Challenge

County Consumer Decision
Making Contest (Invitational)

Lamb, Goat & Heifer Validation
for Majors

Hidalge County 4-H
Horticulture & Record Book
Workshop

County Council
Meeting/Adult Leaders
Meeting

January 2024

County Council
Meeting/Adult Leaders
Meeting

Hidalgo County 4-H
Photography Judging

Hidalgo County 4-H
Fashion Show & Public
Speaking

Hidalgo County 4-H Duds

to Dazzle, Share the Fun &
Ed. Presentation

Hidalgo County 4-H Award
Applications go live

April 2024

Hidalgo County 4-H Award
Interviews

State Photography
Deadline

District 12 Fashion
Sensation

District 12 Roundup
District 12 Livestock
Judging
District 12 Shooting Sports
Rifle (3P & Silhouette)
Match
County GCouncil
Meeting/Adult Leaders
Meeting (Election Con.)

08/10

os8/22

08/22

TBD

TBD

August 2023

4-H Leadership
Workshop

Hidalgo County 4-H
Livestock Judging
Workshop

4-H County Council
Kick Off Meeting/Adult
Leaders Meeting

Lamb & Goat Tag Order
Deadline for Major
Shows

Heifer UIN Order
Deadline for Major
Shows

November 2023

11/01- Path to the Plate Youth Expo
11/02 (KKM)
TBD Commercial Heifer
Validation
11/11 District 12 Food
Show/Food Challenge
11/11 District 12 Consumer
Decision Making
TED Hog Validation @
ECISD Ag Farm
11/28 Ag. Product ID Workshop
11/28 County Council
Meeting/Adult Leaders
Meeting
Eebruary 2024
oz/o1 - S.T.A.R
0z/03 (www.gostar.org)
02/08B - San Antonie Livestock
0z/25 Show
02/27 County Council
Meeting/Adult
Leaders Meeting
TED S.T.A.R Gala
May 2024
TED Hidalgo County 4-H
Achievement Night
05/09 County Record Book
Workshop
05/28 County Council Meeting

Officer Induction/Adult
Leaders Meeting

ISSUE

TEXAS A&M
AGRIL] FE

September 2023

09/09

09/23

TBD

09/28

09/26

County Food Show/Food
Challenge Workshop
{Mandatory for Food
Challenge)

Hidalge County
4-H Foundation Hoedown

Swine Tag Order Deadline
for Major Shows

Hidalge County 4-H
Consumer Decision Making
Workshop

County Council
Meeting/Adult Leaders
Meeting

December 2023

12/02

12/02

12/02
1z/12

12/15-
12/16

12/20

TBD

TED

TBD

03/07-
03/17

03/20

03/26

06/05 -
06/06

06/12 -
06/14
TED

TBD

TBD

District 12 Shooting
Sports (Modified 600 &
3D) Archery Match

County Fashion Show
Workshop (Mandatory
for Duds to Dazzle)

RGVLS Gala

Storyboard Workshop
& County Council
Christmas

RGVLS Vegetable &
Citrus Show (Ag.
Product ID Contest)
County Fashion Show
Workshop 2 (Mandatory
for Duds to Dazzle)

March 2024

District 1Z Shooting
Sports - Postal League

District 12 Photography
Contest (Virtual)

District 12 Shooting
Sports - Trap Skeet &
Whiz Bang

RGVLS

Hidalgo County Award
Applications Due

County Council & Adult
Leaders Meeting

June 2024
County Record Books
Due

County Record Book
Judging

Texas 4-H State
BRoundup

District 12 4-H
Leadership Lab

District 12 4-H Election
Convention

*Please refer to Monthly Newsletter for details on upcoming events at:
https://hidalgo.agriife.org/4-h-youth-development/4-h-times-newsletters/
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| fire and are still'as the mountaln this allows members to / :
generate a:mind that/is open. Therefore thisjyearis/4-H :
Theme'is: “Capture your 4:-H Element ;2§ } )

‘new. events, and
have fun'

&8y "
T -
Toti 2

.)

2 : ‘&"

” See‘ yeu at GI[[-? ]anuary % m
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TEXAS A&M
AGRILIFE
EXTENSION

R

MORE MEETINGS! MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUN!

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2023
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2023
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2023
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2023
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2024
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2024
TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2024

TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2024 (Council Officer Declarations)

TUESDAY, MAY 28, 2024 (Council Officer Elections)
All Meetings at
Texas A8M AgriLife Extension Office

Hidalgo County
Tpm - 8pm

Hidalgo County 4-H Foundation
Scholarship Opportunity

Application can be found at
www.4hfoundation.net

Any questions you can contact
Rebecca Kotzur at (956) 578-9786

Deadline January 13, 2024

JANUARY 2024 | PAGE 5
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s HIDALGO COUNTY 4-H
EiFENsion RALLY

REGISTRATION

Submit 8x10 matted photo ]]amuaam 25,2024

enlries and paymentto  Photography Judging
the Extension Office no (Tud lu)
to register " later than 5:00 pam.on Judges only

January) 16, 2024 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Hidalgo County office

Scan me

Educational Presentation/Public

. L. N eaking/Talent Show
January 26,2024 &00Pm - e
. ) PARTICIPANT CHECK IN —
Public Speaking., ¢.30 pMm

Fashion Show PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST
FASHION SHOW (BUYING & CONSTRUCTION) &

Morris Middle School
McAllen, TX NATURAL FIBER INTERVIEWS

) January 27, 2024

Fashion Show i@

Registration @ 9:00 AM. ALL PARTICIPANT CHECK IN
9:30 AM DUDS TO DAZZLE CONTEST
9.30 AM EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS & | T esentations, 4-H
TALENT SHOW CONTEST Talent Show &.
Duds to Dazzle

1:00 P.M. AWARDS CEREMONY Morris Middle School
McAllen, TX

W o

Educational

B ® -
_~~ Forany questions please call \’ ‘(H"’MG" COUTI Y HE’ %
Texas A&M AgriLife CAPJTURE YOUR |

Extension Service Hidalgo County L/H ECEME /\
= s ; ".’",'-Z ma 04
7 956-383-1026 _><__ \

'” (utar mé! of Te x5 Adsbd eI pr ov -’du equal dpportunities in programé and activities, educa and employment to Bl persans reg; :I 255 of co se el’#l‘u Fratienal orig au4= d:s. abiligy, gene
giformation Mran status, sexual orientation or eﬁc entityand w ll.st e to achieve full and g ployment opportunity*throughdotTe A&M 5 rilife, the T = A&M Univers lyﬁﬁm us. ' :
’ a Ty CommiSsibaers Courts of Texas Coipe @iin;
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Qoalnccl /2 44

INFORMATION

Don't forget to check the District 12 website for
é events and deadline updates!

For all District 12 4-H Contest
and registration information

go to:
https://agrilife.org/d124h/

JANUARY 2024 | PAGE 7
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. SCAN THE .
. .QRCODE: :
TO APPLY -

BIG TEX
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

DON'T MISS YOUR CHANCE FOR A

$6,000

SCHOLARSHIP GRANT

THE STATE FAIR OF TEXAS IS ACCEPTING ONLINE APPLICATIONS FOR ITS YOUTH
LIVESTOCK SCHOLARSHIPS. EACH YEAR, THE STATE FAIR AWARDS MULTIPLE $6,000
SCHOLARSHIPS TO GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AROUND THE STATE WHO HAVE
PARTICIPTED IN COMPETITIVE YOUTH LIVESTOCK EVENTS HELD AT THE STATE FAIR.
RECIPIENTS MUST ATTEND AN ACCREDITED TRADE SCHOOL, COLLEGE, OR UNIVERSITY
WITHIN THE STATE OF TEXAS AND PREFERENCE IS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO PURSUE A
DEGREE IN AN AGRICULTURAL- RELATED FIELD.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT BIGTEX.COM/SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
FEBRUARY 1, 2024

RSNC
4-H/Beginner Class Clinic and
Round Robin

JOIN US TO LEARN ABOUT SORTING AXD PREPARE FOR THE STATE COMPETITION
COME AND LEARN ABOUT HOW TO COMPETE IN THE AMAZING SPORT OF CATTLE SORTING.
RIDERS WILL LEARN TECHNIQUES OF HOW TO ACCURATELY AND QUICKLY GET CATTLE FROM ONE
PEN TO ANOTHER IN GO SECONDS OR LESS, £ ROUND ROBIN WILL FOLLOW THE CLINIC,
GIVING RIDERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO RIDE TOGETHER TO PRACTICE THE SKILLS THEY LEARNED.
DURING THE CLIXIC RIDERS WILL LEARN VAULUABLE HORSEMANSHIP SKILLS.
COST: 325 (FOR CATTLE COST AND SANCTION FEES)
TIME: 10AM SATURDAY JAN. 153TH
LOCATION: COWBOY CHURCH OF THE VALLEY ARENA
NZ35 SWIFT LANE
SANTHA ROSA, TX
OPEN TO RIDS AND ADULTS (MUST BRING A HORSE)
FREE MEMBERSHIP TO THE RSNC GROUP TO ALL 4 HAXND FEA MEMBERS

PLEASE RSVP BY JAN GTH 50 WE CAN MARKRE SURE WE HAVE ENOUGH CATTLE FOR ALL INTERSTEST

RSNC

This is an RSNC sanctioned event. All announcements day of the show supersede printed material.

C&E
COWBOY CHURCH
—
of thelélley

Questions? Please call:
Tracy O’'Loughlin
956-463-9662

ISSUE 13

The Ultimate Teens
Washmgton Deell

Spark your im
and passijon!

2024

CENTRAL TEXAS

2024

ummit

dgination

4-H INVITATIONAL CDM CONTEST

AGE DIVISIONS:

 JUNIOR: 3-5 GRADE
o INTERMEDIATE: 6-8 GRADE
«  SENIOR: G-12 GRADE

ORAL REASONS:

o R:NO
o INT:1
o SR:25HS

REGISTER HERE:

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024

THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF GATESVILLE

2533 E MAIN ST, GATESVILLE, TX 76528
8:30 AM REGISTRATION

9:00 AM CONTEST ORIENTATION

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JAN 16TH
TEAM: $40
INDIVIDUAL: $10
LATE REGISTRATION WILL BE AVAILABLE

= TOP3TEAM

o UNTIL THE MORNING OF THE CONTEST FOR $60 PER TEAM AND 520

PER INDIVIDUAL.
SCANTRONS WILL BE PROVIDED

MAIL REGISTRATION PAYMENT TO: MILAM COUNTY 4-H
806 N CROCKETT AVENUE. CAMERON. TX 76520
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO MILAM COUNTY 4-H
REGISTRATION AVATLABLE HERE:
HITPS://MILAM.AGRILIFE.0RG/LINKS/CENTRAL-TEXAS-CONSUMER-INVITATIONAL-CONTEST/

FOR MORE INFORMATION. CONTACT:

CORYELL COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE AT 525'!) 865-2414
MILAM COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE AT (254) 605-0226

JANUARY 2024 | PAGE 9

AWARDS IN EACH DIVISION:
« T0P FIVEINDIVIDUALS

S

» Scholarships for High Point
Senior Indi

viduals

ATEXAS AGM

EXTENSION
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~ 2024 District 12
4-H Shooting Sports Postal League Match

Ezpanding Shooting Sports Opportunities for 4-H members in South Texas

Smallbore Rifle Shotgun = Registration Period
T y phes January 26 - February 20, 2024

Match Period:
March 1 - March 31, 2024

For complete
Rules, Guidelines &
Match Information

http://d124-h.tamu.edu

If you need any type of accommodation to participate in this program or have questions about the physical secess provided, please contact
Grae:f Marshall ar 956-9658-5581 6; Morch 1, 2024,

2024 STAR Show r o
Fryer Rabbit Update = 2024 | Total Solar
Effective 12/12/2023 : ) e C | npse

It waes Birought to aur attertion that th
extreme haat. The STAR Board
024 STAR Show.

1 rabbit breeding season has been unusually harsh due ta the
sures to help aur rabbit exhibitors for the

Fryer Rabbit Only

MJLLIUF\’.Q b

to enter the Fryer Rabbit show, they will NOT be = 1.,l:c o evrter the

z echibitor is still

for the Market Pen Show. Ifa pen is sift

) 'SE WEBINAR
January 23, 024 12-1pm ET

Please join NASA's Science Mission Directorate, Oifice of
Please contact Tonya Hill with any questions regarding this shaw. Communications and Office of STEM Eugu,g‘ernen{ foran

informational webinar and an update on the plan for the Apnl

Eclipse. In this webinar, you will lzarn about:

= The science behind solar eclipses

= Connections to NASA's study of the Sun

» How to view eclipses safely

= NASA's latest plan for public and student engagemeant

d

To Register Visit:

JANUARY 2024 | PAGE 10
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=
LIVESTOCK JUDGING CONTEST

JANUARY 7TH @ KENDALL COUNTY YAEC
Comforl. Je
OPEN TO ALL 4H & FFA MEMBERS!

--:f?:}f g}:i&'.j{{h;;’—--' { -} S?v!f\e{: e~
JUNIDR: GRADES 3RD - STH B:00 AM.- REGISTRATION

INTERMEDIATE: GRADES 6TH - 8TH 8:00 A M. CONTEST STARTS
SENIOR: GRADES STH-12TH _

-—/f‘:mtrfj-- .;5"; fa:‘;{wf:&r ‘.‘

AWARDS FOR INDIVIDUALS ' ENTER AT JUDGINGCARD.COM
AND TEAMS IN EACH / $20,00 PER INDIVIDUAL ONLINE & ON SITE
DIVISION AND SPECIES Ve

SENIOR SCHOLARSHIPS: &] #f{ {;/f

HIGH IND. OVERALL
2ND HIGH IND. OVERALL

_.,-’ .' L | q [ # ]ﬁ' , .:.: .r r
(_,—r}?}}‘,"‘/ 3(:4"2;}}-\.- it LA *

648 FM 289 - COMFORT, TX

For Qfpre [ofo- Lo
|'I. 7 P e I

““1.._...-’

Mary Rowe Foster: m: hotmail.com or 210,633 4020
Brittni Cross : brittnishaecross@yahoo.com or 830.739.2930

Need to stay up

to date on 4-H
| Deadlines? Join
| our group on the
' Remind App.

Send a
Text to:

HIDALGO COUNTY 4-H |
FACEBOOK PAGE e ne

@hcdhad
e SHARE
[ W
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To all our 4-H parents and
volunteers for your time and
hardwork helping our 4-Her's!

CALL FOR PHOTOS!

SEND IN YOUR ACTION 4-H PHOTOS TO BE
IN THE 4-H TIMES NEWSLETTER TO
ANDREA.VALDEZ@AG.TAMU.EDV

®
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